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A retired librarian remembered... t? 

As the election results came in last 
week and it quickly became apparent 
that all the Republicans on the state- 
wide ticket were winning big, a retired 
librarian remembered her days as a 
teenage reporter in Sweetwater shortly 
after World War II. 

She had been dispatched by her 
editor to the old Bluebonnet Hotel to 
interview three visitors to town - Re- 
publicans. 

The trio, then about as welcome in 
rural Texas as union organizers, had 
come to Nolan County to see if there 
was any interest in organizing a local 
Republican party. 

"From what I'd always heard and 
had read about Republicans," she re- 
membered, "I was a little scared." 

One of them later complimented 
her father, the local Chamber of Com- 
merce manager, on her politeness in 
listening to their case and her fairness 
in writing about it. 

Back then, Republicans in Texas 

State Capitol 
Highlights 

By Mike Cox 
Texas Press Association 

were as scarce as pine trees in Mona- 
hans. 

Many Texans had heard from their 
parents or grandparents about the 
near-despotic reign of Reconstruction 
era Republic Gov. E.J. Davis in the 
early 1870s and they figured Repub- 
licans were still not to be trusted. 

Not until Ronald Reagan went to 
the White House in 1980 did Texans 
begin voting for Republicans in any 
significant numbers. Eventually, the 
tidal change was so powerful that 
Democrats began announcing their 
conversion to the Republican side of 
politics like so many saved souls at a 
brush arbor revival. 

November Holiday 
Special! _ 

Christmas Portrait Cards 
with a Season's Greeting 

*Several greetings to choose from 
*A11 portrait cards come with envelopes 
*There is a $10 portrait sitting fee (due at portrait sitting) 
♦Portrait session includes six exposures 
♦Minimum 25 holiday portrait cards per order ($1.25 for the first 25) 
♦Additional quantities available at a discount 
♦Call or Email to arrange for a portrait session 
♦Special ends November 30, 2002 

NAVA 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

217 E. Main Street, Eagle Lake, TX 77434 

979-234-7600 
website: www.navaphotography.com 

email: navaphotography@aol.com 

Given the results from the 2002 
mid-term elections, it now seems as 
if it's the Democrats who are in short 
supply in the Lone Star state. More 
than 2 million of them did vote for 
John Sharp in his race for lieutenant 
governor, but 2.3 million Republicans 
voted for his opponent, David Dew- 
hurst. 

The race for It. gov. attracted more 
Democratic votes than for any other 
Democrat statewide officer seeker on 
the ballot. Sharp got 46% of the vote. 

Republican Carole Keeton 
Rylander got 64.21 % of the vote in her 
successful bid to continue as comp- 
troller. (And Democrat Marty Akins, 
running against her, got the lower per- 
centage of any of the Democratic can- 
didates, 32.8). 

Laredo oil millionaire Tony San- 
chez didn't break the 2 million mark 
in his effort to unseat Gov. Rick Perry, 
but he spent more than 30 times that 
many million in his unsuccessful bid. 

"Talk about Texas values," one old 
time Texan said the day after. "What's 
Texas coming to when $70 million 
won't buy the Governor's Mansion?" 

Even some Democrats were taken 
aback by Sanchez' "I'm not conced- 
ing" speech, delivered in time for Aus- 
tin and other big TV market newscasts 
Nov. 5. 

A smiling Sanchez, clearly already 
defeated, said he was going to con- 
tinue to give Perry "hell" and later re- 
peated it, comparing the contest to 
1948. (That was a reference to the fa- 
mous "Dewey Defeats Truman" news- 
paper headline, not to the 1948 Sen- 
ate race that made Lyndon Johnson a 
U.S. senator.) 

With only a couple hundred of 
8,554 precincts counted, Perry had 
received 57.88% of the vote to 
Sanchez' 39.92%. 

So what happened? Clearly, the 
name "Bush" continues to have po- 
litical clout in Texas, even though the 
name was not on the ballot this time - 
the first time, in fact, in 22 years. The 
negative advertising probably cost 

SPORTSMAN'S 
RESTAURANT 

201 Boothe Drive, Eagle Lake 

979-234-3071 

NOW 
OPEN 

4 EVENINGS! 
To Serve You 

Mondays: 
4:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Tuesdays-Thursdays: 
4:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. & 5 to 8 p.m. 

Fridays & Saturdays: 
4:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Sundays: 
4:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

* 
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both sides some points or fractions 
thereof. Finally, it just may be that 
Texas is a Republican state. 

The day after the election, another 
important political campaign resumed 
after a pre-election hiatus: the behind- 
the-scenes work that will determine 
who will preside as speaker of the 
house when the legislature meets in 
Austin in Jan. 

Republican Tom Craddick of Mid- 
land was expected to announce that 
he had the votes to take over the job 
from incumbent Pete Laney of Hale 
Center, Texas' sole Democrat in a po- 
sition of statewide power. That ques- 
tion will be settled Jan. 14. 

Twenty-four hours after the polls 
closed, parking on 11th Street in front 
of the Capitol was even tougher than 
usual because ofall the television sta- 
tion remote broadcast vans. 

The scene in downtown Austin was 
of TV reporters standing in the bright, 
generator-powered light trying to ex- 
plain to the voters of Texas what had 
happened the day before. 

No matter what they said, no mat- 
ter who won or lost, no matter how 
much money was spent by those who 
tried to get elected or didn't get 
elected, the big pink building at the 
head of Congress Avenue still stood. 

Let's Look Back. 
^N 

V 
24 & 48 YEARS AGO ̂

 

Oct. 5,1978 
Mrs. Ben (Madelienne L.) Pavlu 

has been appointed as the new Post- 
master at Rock Island... 

Twenty-three-year-old James Tur- 
ner of Altair was killed instantly in a 
car accident on Oct. 1... 

Winners in the Punt, Pass and Kick 
contest were Kevin Amos, Troy 
Webb, Brian Smith, Donald Hollas, 
William Hollas and Charlie Amos... 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Truly of Cali- 
fornia announced the birth of their first 
child, a son, born Oct. 1. Grandpar- 
ents are Mr. & Mrs. Ralph M. Truly 
ofEagle Lake and Mrs. Sidney Sloter 
of New Jersey... 

Funeral services were held for 
Mrs. Raymie Rae Baker, 81, a long- 
time resident of Rock Island... 

The Rice High School FTA Club 
selected Kathy Hodde as Future Tea- 
cher of the Month... 

Miss Rebecca Ann Glueck and 
James Alan Horndt both of Eagle 
Lake exchanged vows in a double-ring 
ceremony at St. Roch's Catholic 
Church in Mentz... 

Dr. Raymond and Mrs. Thomas 
attended the 30lh Annual Scientific 
Assembly of the American Academy 

Study Club to present 
library with $18,000 

Thanks to the generosity of the 
community, the Eagle Lake Study 
Club will present the Eula & David 
Wintermann Library with $18,000 
during the Club's meeting Nov. 13. 

Study Club members and everyone 
else involved in the auction send spe- 
cial thanks to all who donated, pur- 
chased or put in a bid but maybe didn't 
get the item they wanted. You all con- 
tributed to the success of this year's 
auction. 

Auction items are listed with the 
donor immediately after the item, the 
buyer and the price. 

1.3 Chicken Fried Steak Dinners, Gulf 
Coast Dairy Queen, Thurston Webb, $10; 
2. $40 Meal Ticket, Sportsman's Restau- 
rant, Thurston Webb, $35; 3. Mammo- 
gram, Rice Medical Center, Denice Janow, 
$10; 4. 2002 Uncirculated Silver Dollar, 
Eagle Video, Theresa Henry, $30; 5. 1 
Lube, Oil, Filter, Ellison Chevrolet & Cad- 
illac, Frank Davidson, $20; 6.1 Lube, Oil, 
Filter, Ellison Chevrolet & Cadillac, Frank 
Davidson, $20; 7.1 Set Uncirculated Qua- 
rters, Wallis State Bank, T Lang, $30; 8.1 
Set Uncirculated Quarters, Wallis State 
Bank, Dianne Tucker, $25; 9. Texas Christ- 
mas Ornament, 2002, Mary Kay & Robby 
Cook, Joyce Stancik, $27; 

10. T-Shirt (medium) w/Pumpkin, 
Mary Lou Anderson, Gretchen Wilkerson, 
$20; 11. Small Beaded Purse, Mary Lou 
Anderson, Elfe Thomas, $20; 12. Hair Pro- 
ducts, Marcy's Beauty Salon, Robby 
Cook, $12; 13. 1-Month Certificate, T- 
shirt, Cap, Eagle Lake Rehab. Services, 
Fair Wells, $10; 14. Basket of Homemade 
Jellies, Phyllis Psencik, Sylvia Rucka, $14; 
15. Wooden Tray w/Casserole Dish, 
Phyllis & J. A. Psencik, Mary Lou Ander- 
son, $22; 16.1 Certificate for Video Rent- 
al, Video-To-Go, Clayton Bowen, $5; 17. 
1 Certificate for Video Rental, Video-To- 
Go, Clayton Bowen, $5; 18. Doll, Eunice 
& Fred Frnka, Denice Janow, $17; 19. 
Conair Hair Dryer, Esta Kerr Lippman, 
Susan Phillips, $5; 

20. Electric Potpourri Dish, Anony- 

mous Donor, Susan Hadley, $7; 21. Christ- 
mas Scents Jar, Betty Wilcox, Susan 
Phillips, $5; 22. 2 Sunday Brunches @ 
Poody's,Columbus, Meredith & Eric 
Netherly, John Girndt, $50; 23. 4 Aggie 
Insulated Glasses, Judy & Harvey Cooper, 
Ernie Sommerlatte, $25; 24. John Deere 
Bird House, Shoppa's Farm Supply, Peggy 
Byrn, $15; 25. King Ranch Cap & Leather 
Money Clip, Esta & Larry Lippman, 
Tallon Canaris, $25; 26. Rubbermaid 
Cooler, Dollar General, Elfe Thomas, $20; 
27. Children's Goodies, Kate & Charlie 
Spalinger, Kaylee Janow, $36; 28. Lance 
Berkman Bobble-head Doll, Houston 
Astros Organization, Tallon Canaris, $12: 
29. Astros Umbrella & Duffle Bag, Hous- 
ton Astros Organization, Susan Phillips, 
$29; 

30. Astros Wastebasket Filled w/ 
Memorabilia, Houston Astros Organiza- 
tion, Kyle Phillips, $40; 31. Filled "Rice" 
Basket, Evelyn Thomas, John Girndt, $30; 
32. Wooden USA Plaque, Helen & Ken 
Craig, Josie Ibahay, $10; 33. Astrodome 
Picture, Houston Astros Organization, Ky- 
le Phillips, $20; 34. Flat of Flowers, Fair 
Wells, Becky Anderson, $20; 35. Flat of 
Flowers, Fair Wells, Deborah Reed, $20; 
36. "Flowers in a Basket" Art Print on Can- 
vas by Johann L. Jensen, The Faded Rose, 
Ida Causey, Mary Lou Anderson, $25; 37. 
$20 Certificate for ...of the Day/A Cafe 
in Columbus, Leonard Bornstein, Elfe 
Thomas, $30; 38. White Bear Doll, Mar- 
cy Salinas, Barbara Roan, $12; 39. Filled 
& Ready-to-go Picnic Basket, Jackie 
Middleton, Art Guerra, $25; 

40. Basket of Mary Kay Products, 
Sherri Gould, Independent Sales Director, 
Bobbe Guerra, $22; 41. Fall Wreath, 
Beverly Taylor, Lois Herman, $5; 42. Baby 
Blanket, Nancy & Harry Anderson, Sharon 
Webb, $17; 43. Texas A&M Birdhouse, 
George Cason, Vicki Powers, $30; 44. 
University of Texas Birdhouse, George 
Cason, Bobbe Guerra, $25; 45. Basket of 
Tees and Tea, Jean Thornton, Tallon Ca- 
naris, $7; 46. Manicure & Pedicure, Inez 
Matura, Helen Craig, $20; 47. Basket of 
Bath & Body Products, Vicki Powers, 

(See Auction, Page 6) 

^ieWs On 
Cental Healtli 

JOHN B. MYRES, D.D.S. 
®    234-3525 

Located on 90-A 
at Laughlin Road 

Eagle Lake 

THE "BUCK TEETH" SOLUTION 
Those afflicted with "buck teeth" 

hate what they see in the bathroom 
mirror. Unfortunately, bemoaning 
the situation or waiting for it to cor- 
rect itself will produce only one thing 
- nothing. But there IS a dental so- 
lution, and the sooner it is ad- 
dressed, the better it will be physi- 
cally and emotionally. 

Protrusion or "buck teeth" is the 
most common type of bite problem 
seen by orthodontists. Nothing does 
more to ruin a smile than this con- 
dition. In severe cases, many pa- 
tients cannot close their lips over 
their teeth. Orthodontics, or tooth 

repositioning, is the best way to cor- 
rect it. It usually takes 12 to 24 
months to accomplish. 

An impatient person may ask: 
"Why not extract the offending teeth 
and replace them with a fixed 
bridge?" This is an unacceptable 
alternative. Bridging will not correct 
the bone deformity and you can se- 
riously weaken your chewing ability 
in the future. 

Presented as a public service to 
promote better dental health. From 
the office o/JOHN B. MYRES, 
D.D.S., 700 S. McCarty Avenue, 
Eagle Lake, 234-3525. 

Affordable Dental Care for the Whole Family 
•Gentle Family Dentistry •Nitrous Oxide Sedation Available 

•All Phases of General Dentistry including Cosmetic 
•Extractions •Wisdom Teeth, Root Canals, Crowns, Bridges, 

Dentures & Partials and Orthodontics 
•Insurance & New Patients Welcome 

Open 8-5, Monday through Friday; Saturday: 8-2 
MasterCard and Visa Accepted After Hours Call: 979-732-9949 

of Family Physicians in San Fran- 
cisco... 

A Rodeo in Simonton featured 
such greats as Gary Stewart, Moe 
Bandy, Johnny Russell, Mundo 
Earwood, Roy Head, Bob Luman 
and Gene Watson... 

Funeral services were held for Jer- 
ome W. Krivacka, 46, of East Ber- 
nard Oct. 2. He was the brother of Rice 
School District Supt. E.A. Krivacka. 

Oct. 7,1954 
Tommy Woods was killed and 

another man injured when Sheriff 
J.O. Walker and Deputy Sheriff Ed 
Potter battled the pair after the two 
men went berserk and had attacked at 
least three persons at Jackson's Place 
in Columbus... 

Columbus voters cast ballots 2 to 
1 against the purchase of a gas distri- 
bution system... 

The Korean Republic President 
awarded S-Sgt. James R. Beane, son 
of Mr. & Mrs. R.E. Beane of this city, 
a medal for outstanding military ser- 
vice... 

The O.E. Berndts of Sweeny pur- 
chased the Rice Courts in Eagle 
Lake... 

Texas Patna rice bids near $10 per 
barrel as harvest comes to an end... 

Chamber of Commerce Manager 
Lee Briscoe resigned. His replace- 
ment is to be named... 

Jo Sue Salladay was named FFA 
chapter sweetheart for 1954-55... 

Leading the Eagle Lake Eagle 
Band this year are Jo Ann Sens, drum 
major; and twirlers Gail Beyette, 
Wanda Scott, Jo Ann Konvicka and 
Doris Ann Alley... 

The FHA elected Doris Ann Al- 
ley president... 

Mrs. Ida Causey gave a presen- 
tation on her trip to Peru at the Lissie 
WSWS meeting... 

Mrs. James Cash and children 
sailed for England to join their hus- 
band and father M/S James Cash... 

Long runs help Coach Bill Hart- 
ley's Columbus Cardinals beat the 
Eagles 38-6. Lonnie Sommerlatte, 
Hans German, Leonardo Luna and 
Jimmy Adkins aided the Eagles' play 
in the game... 

Louis Labay and Lawrence Pav- 
lu scored three times each as Garwood 
Gars topped Wallis 49-8... 

"Little Lady" birthday team hon- 
ored Virginia Clipson... 

The R.C. Perrys are parents of a 
daughter, Sharon Jean inc. 

C.H. Matthews are in Kentucky 
for a Farm Credit meeting... 

A Halloween Party honored Davis 
Waddell on his 5lh birthday... 

ELHS Band, under the direction of 
O.N. Campbell, is to attend U. of T. 
Band Day... 

Supt. Deanne Fletcher was elect- 
ed vice-president of County TSTA 
chapter... 

Chuck Wagon parade opened the 
Rotary's supper with Rotarians I.V. 
Duncan and Otis Boothe on horse- 
back and Otis Pouncey as wagon- 
master. 

'Deputy Santa' 
underway 

Colorado County Sheriff R.H. 
"Curly" Wied announced the "Deputy 
Santa Program" for 2002 is getting 
underway at the Sheriff's Department. 

Contacts are currently being made 
to begin collecting information con- 
cerning needy children throughout the 
Colorado County area. 

Last year's "Deputy Santa Pro- 
gram" was an overwhelming success. 
Over 800 presents were given to the 
less fortunate children throughout the 
County, and you, the citizens of Colo- 
rado County, along with many local 
businesses, donated toys for all ages 
that were distributed to those children, 
who, without your help, would have 
had a less cheerful holiday season. 

Wied is aiming to make Christmas 
2002 another overwhelming success. 
Getting started now allows plenty of 
time for the citizens to drop off their 
toys and get familiar with the "Deputy 
Santa Program". The program will be 
limiting the age group who will re- 
ceive gifts to 12 years old and under. 

Anyone wishing to donate items to 
the "Deputy Santa Program" may drop 
off the toys at the Colorado County 
Detention Center, 2215 Walnut in Co- 
lumbus, or at Wal-Mart in Columbus 
where a drop box has been placed, for 
your convenience. 

Sheriff Wied said his office will be 
accepting toys through Dec. 13. 

CALL CRIME STOPPERS • 979-732-6991 • IT PAYS REWARDS 
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